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NEA GROUP MEETS WITH PRESIDENT AT WHITE HOUSE 











James L. McCaskill, NEA assistant executive secretary; Philip J. 


From left: 
Hickey, superintendent of instruction, St. Louis, and former president, AASA; 
Benjamin C. Willis, school superintendent, Chicago, and incoming president, 


AASA; William G. Carr, NEA executive secretary; President Kennedy; Miss 
Clarice Kline, NEA president; HEW Secretary Abraham Ribicoff; and Finis E, 


Engleman, AASA executive secretary. 
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To express their appreciation to President Kennedy for "lifting the sights of the 
American people" on education, the group of educators shown above called at the 





White House the day after the President sent to Congress the School Assistance Act 
They commended the President for his leadership and pledged whole-hearted 


of 1961. 
support for his program. 
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Why do superintendents get fired? Richard B. Kennan, National Education 
====—— Association Defense Commission secretary, reported to the American Asso- 
NEWS ciation of School Administrators convention in San Francisco on a recent 

2 polling of state superintendents and state association executive secre- 

r = taries regarding turnover during 1959-60 in 48 states. More than 12 per- 
FRONT cent of 8,170 appointive superintendents left their positions, 169 through 
= dismissals, 810 by resignations. Although 63 instances where superintend- 
ents resigned under pressure were identified, how many more of the 810 
left with coattails aflame could not be determined. Poor community rela- 
tions, budgetary and finance problems, superintendent-board friction, pressure groups, 
and poor staff relations were identified as the five most frequent factors in dismissals. 
Other shortcomings which caused departure of two or more superintendents were poor per- 
sonal and personality traits, indecisiveness, lack of experience or training for the job, 
and absence of established written policies. 

















Thirty superintendents were reported to have refused to resign under pressure and stood 
their ground on basic principles important to the welfare of the children, schools, or 
the teaching profession. Only 13 of the 30 were successful in keeping their jobs. In- 
cluded in the 24 AASA resolutions on which members will vote at the three regional con- 
ferences is one asking the National School Boards Association to work with AASA to initi- 
ate a plan of action to halt the "increasing dismissals of school administrators without 
warning and without recognized ethical and sound personnel procedures." 





‘a Forrest E. Conner, AASA president, this week praised California's plans for creden- 
tial overhaul, as proposed by the California Teachers Association after a six-year study 
involving thousands of teachers. "Higher standards specified in the proposals parallel 
the AASA's effort to upgrade the preparation and competency of the superintendency and 
the entire profession," Conner said. The CTA's proposal for California would reduce the 
number of credentials from 41 to a basic 3; require five years' preparation for the 
teaching credential; require a master's degree and five years' successful teaching for = * 
the administrative-supervision credential; require a master's degree for the pupil- 
personnel credential; give the state board of education authority to determine specific 
course requirements for each credential; and create a 10-member commission on licensure. 





® Increased funds for school research from the federal government, state departments 
of education, institutions of higher education, individual and groups of school districts, 
and foundations are urged in an AASA resolution. "Basic research and its application 
must evolve concurrently if further progress is to be made," the resolution asserts. 





Tacoma, Washington, Superintendent Angelo Giaudrone told AASA members at San Francisco 
that both consumer and producer functions in research need expansion in education. '"'By 
business standards, devoting only one percent of the budget to research and development 
would not even be discussed as a minimum. I urge superintendents to budget at least 
something for this life-giving substance." He also urged superintendents to budget time 
to keep up on current research and professional literature. 





Frederick R. Kappel, American Telephone and Telegraph Company president, in a speech to 
the Detroit Economic Club, cited the importance of research in his own enterprise. He 
said expansion generated by research has created 200,000 new jobs at AT&T since 1945. 





> Adult study discussion groups may produce a "great revival of learning in America," 





the Fund for Adult Education (FAE) concludes in a report released Tuesday. It reviewed 

a decade of experience with the study-discussion group method practiced by the FAE, the 

American Foundation for Continuing Education, and the Great Books Foundation. All pro- 

grams reported that "given adequate materials for study, and some help from educational * ® 
institutions, individual adults can and will develop the necessary leadership...for 

their own continuing liberal education." 





KENNEDY BILL PRESENTED TO CONGRESS 


President Kennedy's school support bill went to Congress this week along with identi- 

al letters to Vice President Johnson and Speaker Rayburn expressing the President's con- 
viction that "the national interest requires us to provide every child with an opportu- 
nity to develop his talents to their fullest. Inadequacies in our school systems," the 


President added, "handicap this development. I believe that this legislation will help 
lift our schools to a new level of excellence." 





The bill for aid to public elementary and secondary schools was introduced in the 
Senate by Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) and in the House by Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. (D-N.J.). 
Sen. Morse's education subcommittee has scheduled hearings to start next Monday. House 
hearings will begin the following week. 





Included in the general support bill was renewal, on a reduced scale, of the federal 
aid to impacted areas legislation which has been dealt with separately in previous years. 
The Kennedy proposals for aid to higher education through scholarships and loans for con- 
struction will be submitted separately. 








As forecast in the earlier school message, the bill as introduced calls for appropria- 
tions of $666 million the first year, rising to $866 million in the third year of the 
program. These funds would go to the states on the basis of a minimum of $15 annually 
per child in average daily attendance, with an equalization formula giving more to the 
less wealthy states, up to a maximum of $29.67 for Mississippi. The money could be used, 
at the discretion of the states, for school construction or teacher salaries. Ten per- 
cent of each state's grant is to be set aside for developing or evaluating programs to 
meet special needs as in rural areas or slum neighborhoods. A state would be permitted 
also to use a limited portion of its allotment for administration. 





eS Proposed changes in the impacted area legislation, under which federal funds have 
been appropriated to aid school districts overburdened by federal installations, would 
have the effect of reducing these appropriations by more than 50 percent. These funds 
have gone to more than 3,700 school districts which enroll about one-fourth of all the 
children in public schools. Funds for both school construction and operation have been 
provided, at the rate of about $187 million a year. The thinking in the Administration 


is that this program can be cut back when general federal school support funds become 
available to all school districts. 





——_—— Teacher Salaries: Up But Behind 








Painting the teacher salary picture last week were a few encouraging statis- 
tics--and a few that teachers may envy. The Research Division of the National 
Education Association compiled average teacher salaries by states, found the 
national average to be $5,389 for the current school year. California, with 
an average of $6,900, surged ahead of last year's leader, Alaska, now second 
with an annual average of $6,700. The national average increased $230 over the 
1959-60 salary schedules, $10 more than the previous year's increase. 





Another Research Division report shows that the average annual salary of an 
engineer who was graduated in 1950 is now $10,188; a salesman who began work- 
ing in 1950 is now earning $9,840. Teachers with a doctorate degree and 35 
years of service can earn $11,200 annually at Valley Stream (N.Y.) Central High 
School. This was the highest salary reported from urban school districts. In 
New York City, where the average teacher's salary is $7,314, the board of edu- 
cation reported a "trend on all school levels" toward qualifying for the doc- 
torate degree differential, set at a maximum of $9,100. 

















Arthur S. Flemming, former Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
= has been appointed president of the Univ. of Oregon, succeeding O. 

= Meredith Wilson, now president of the Univ. of Minnesota. >» Assistant 
NEWS- Secretary John C. Evans, Jr., has been appointed secretary-treasurer e 

= of the Utah Education Assn. to succeed Allan M. West, who resigned to 

MAKERS join the National Education Assn. Washington staff.>>» J. W. Edwards, 
Portland, Oregon; Henry M. Gunn, Palo Alto, California; and Charles M. 
Rogers, Amarillo, Texas, were the superintendents receiving awards for 
distinguished service in school administration Sunday at the San Fran- 
cisco American Association of School Administrators regional conference. >> Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, Inc., has bought F. E. Compton & Company, publishers of Compton's 
Picture Encyclopedia; Compton's will be a separate entity, continuing under the same 
management with the same staff. >» A. A. Brown has resigned as superintendent of 
schools, Littleton, Colo., effective July 1. »» George L. Hall, dean of Casper Col- 
lege (Wyo.), has been appointed director of the Co-ordinating Council for the Com- 
munity College Administrator Project of the Univ. of Michigan, Michigan State Univ., 
and Wayne State Univ., operating under a Kellogg Foundation grant. 
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ca Governor Nelson Rockefeller, a Dartmouth Phi Beta Kappa himself, warned against 
a student "IQ elite" in defending his scholarship program proposal against criticism 
of not stressing merit. "I happen not to have such a high IQ myself, but I feel I 
should have the right to get an education, too, even if my family didn't have enough 
money to send me to school." 





> Survival is the most basic concern of the private college today, the Rev. T. M. 
Hesburgh, president of the Univ. of Notre Dame, told the American Assn. of Colleges 
for Teacher Education last week. Hesburgh said that the "true and legitimate 
strength" of private colleges is in their quality, flexibility, and commitment to 
high values, but he said that many private colleges and universities are in dire dif- w 





ficulty today because "they are attempting to market, at a rather high cost, that 
which is practically being given away down the street (at public institutions)." 


» President Kennedy turned his closing remarks to a one-day Conference on Physical 
Fitness of Youth last week into an impromptu speech on education. He told the con- 
ference delegates, called together by Health, Education, and Welfare Secretary Abra- 
ham Ribicoff, that the Administration "does not want a nation of spectators. We 
want a nation of participants in the vigorous life."" Then, addressing 300 foreign 
teachers who were attending the conference reporting session, he said that he hoped 
the proposed peace corps would emphasize teaching and that they "will learn from you 
in return."' He also said that Western education needs to put more stress on the 
historical events and leaders in South America, Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. 





PB Robert B. Davis, associate professor of mathematics and director of the Madison 
Project at Syracuse Univ., said in St. Louis that the best year of a person's life 
for learning is the fifth-grade level, that fifth-graders have a "creative approach" 
to problems and are willing to accept the challenge of new concepts. He also said 
that the conventional approach of teaching arithmetic through the eighth grade and 
then following with math was wasteful and inefficient--they should be taught together. 
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